APHG Chapter 7: Religion Guided Reading
Introduction and Section 1 p. 177-181
	Questions/ Main Ideas
	Answers/Notes

	How was the world divided in 1964?
	

	Why were the churches in the Soviet Union left in ruins?


	

	What was the Soviet Union’s policy regarding religion?


	

	What religion dominated Armenia? Azerbaijan?
	

	What was the “divide-and-diminish” plan?


	

	What happened to religion after the fall of the Soviet Union?


	

	What culture traits are the foundations of culture?


	

	How have major religions diffused around the world?


	

	How is the cultural landscape marked by religion?


	

	How is religion reflected in a person’s dress or appearance?
	

	How do Stoddard and Prorak define religion?


	

	What are religious rituals?  Give some examples.


	

	How has religion affected societies?


	


Section 2 pages 181-196

	What is monotheism?  Polytheism?


	

	What are animistic religions?
	

	What monotheistic religions developed some 3500 years ago?  Why do some consider it important to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam?
	

	Why is the World Map of Religions (p. 182-183) somewhat flawed?
	

	What is a universalizing religion? Give examples.
	

	What is an ethnic religion?  Give examples.
	

	HINDUISM

	How old is Hinduism?
	

	What is the hearth of Hinduism?
	

	Who is the founder of Hinduism?
	

	What are some of the rituals of Hinduism?

	

	Where is Hinduism primarily found today?
	

	Why is Hinduism considered a polytheistic religion by some and monotheistic by others?
	

	Is Hinduism an ethnic or universalizing religion?
	

	What are the Vedas?

	

	What are the fundamental beliefs of Hinduism?

	

	What is the caste system?

	

	Sikhism is a combination of Hinduism and what other major religion?

	

	How did colonialism help diffuse Hinduism?

	

	BUDDHISM

	What religion did Buddhism “splinter” from?  Where is the hearth of Buddhism?
	

	Who was the founder of Buddhism?  Why did he found Buddhism?
	

	Who was responsible for the increased diffusion of Buddhism during the middle of the 3rd century?
	

	Where does Buddhism still thrive today?
	

	Describe Mahayana Buddhism?

	

	Why has Buddhism suffered in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam?
	

	SHINTOISM

	How did Shintoism emerge?  Where is it practiced?  How many practice the faith?
	

	CONFUCIANISM

	What is Confucianism?

	

	Who is the founder of Confucianism?
	

	What are the Confucian Classics?
	

	Why has the Chinese government suppressed religion?
	

	JUDAISM

	How old is Judaism?
	

	Who is the founder of Judaism?
	

	What is the covenant?

	

	How id Judaism different from many other ethnic religions?
	

	Judaism has how many followers?
	

	What are the three branches of Judaism?
	

	What was the diaspora?

	

	What is Zionism?

	

	When, where, and how did the Jewish state emerge?

	

	CHRISTIANITY

	Where is the hearth?
	

	Who is the founder?
	

	What are some of the Christian teachings?

	

	What are the three branches of Christianity?

	

	Christianity has how many followers?  Christianity accounts for what percentage of adherents to the world’s major religions?
	

	Which branch of Christianity has the largest number of followers?
	

	Where do Protestant churches prevail?
	

	Where would one find Eastern Orthodox churches?
	

	How did the world wide diffusion of Christianity diffuse?
	

	ISLAM

	Who is the founder of Islam?
	

	What is the hearth of Islam?
	

	What are the “five pillars” of Islam?
	

	What are the two major branches of Islam?  Why did they split?
	

	How did Islam diffuse?

	

	How many followers does Islam claim?
	

	Where is Islam dominant today?
	

	What country has the largest number of Muslims in the world?
	

	TRADITIONAL & SHAMANIST

	What is Shamanism?

	

	Where would one find Shamanism?
	

	How are some traditional religions different from Shamanism?
	

	SECULARISM

	What is secularism?

	

	How has the French government encouraged secularism?

	


Section 3 pages 196-206

	What is a pilgrimage?


	

	What are sacred sites?  Give an example.


	

	Which three religions claim Jerusalem as a sacred site?


	

	Why is Jerusalem sacred to Jews?  Christians?  Muslims?


	

	What were the crusades?


	

	Why do Hindus locate their temples near water?


	

	What is the Bodhi tree, and why is it sacred?


	

	What are stupas?


	

	What is Buddhism’s most familiar structure?
	

	How do Hindus, Buddhists, and Shintos dispose of the dead?


	

	Why do Catholics pilgrimage to Rome?


	

	How do Christians dispose of the dead?  Why is this becoming a problem?


	

	Identify the dominant religion in the following U.S. regions:
	New England-

The South-

Upper Midwest-

Southwest-

Utah-



	How are protestant churches and Catholic churches different in the U.S.?


	

	What is a mosque?  What is a minaret?


	

	Why does Islamic architecture only use geometric designs and calligraphy?


	

	What is the hajj?


	


