Chapter 8 Section 3 Notes-Boundaries

Boundary – a vertical plane that cuts through the rocks below and the airspace above, dividing one state territory from another.  

Establishing Boundaries:

· Define

· Delimit

· Demarcate

· Administrate

Types of Boundaries

· Geometric boundaries – based on grid systems

· eg. Boundary between the US and Canada

· Physical-political boundaries – follow an agreed-upon feature in the physical geographic landscape.

· eg. Boundary between the US and Mexico

· Subsequent boundaries

· Drawn after a population has established itself and respect existing spatial patterns of certain social, cultural, and ethnic groups.

· Antecedent boundaries

· A boundary given to a region before it is populated

· Example-U.S./Canadian border was established by a treaty in 1846, when very few people occupied the region

· Superimposed boundary-

· Drawn after a population has been settled in an area and does not pay much attention to the social, cultural, and ethnic compositions of the populations they divide

· Example-these types of boundaries were created as Africa was colonized Western European countries.  Many of these boundaries still exist today, causing political tensions

· Frontier

· An area where borders are shifting and weak, and where peoples of different cultures or nationalities meet and lay claim to the land

· Examples: Antarctica and the Amazon River Basin

Types of Boundary Disputes

· Definitional disputes-states argue about where the border actually is located.

· Territorial disputes- arise over the ownership of a region, usually around their mutual borders.

· Allocational disputes- involve natural resources, such as mineral deposits, fertile farmland, and water

· Operational disputes- arise when neighboring states cannot agree on policies that apply in a border area

UN’s conference of the Sea Laws

· The U.N. first met to discuss and establish laws of the sea in 1958 (UNCLOS I).

· The U.N. finally agreed on the following laws in 1983 (UNCLOS III)

· Territorial seas: 12 nautical miles from shore

· Exclusive Economic Zones: 200 miles from shore

· Each state has the right to explore and exploit natural resources in the water, seabed, and subsoil below.

Other Boundaries

· Exclave- is part of another state or territory, but lies completely within the boundaries of another country

· Example: West Berlin after WWII

· Enclave-a country that lies within the borders of another country

· Example- Lesotho lies within South Africa

