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Chapter 2 Reading Guide

Directions: Following each section of the reading, answer the questions using complete sentences. Be sure to include and underline any key terms in your response that are mentioned in that section of the reading. 
1. Summarize the Field Note “Where are the Children”. Give an explanation of this article in one paragraph of at least 3-5 sentences.

2. Compare the characteristics of the population distribution patterns of Europe with those of Asia.  (Describe the characteristics in terms of density, dispersion and pattern, and look for positive and negative correlations between population and other geographic phenomena). What are the differences?  What are the similarities?

3. What does the arithmetic density of the population of a country tell us?  What does it not tell us?  Use India or China as examples to explain this problem.

4. Explain what is meant by Population Distribution.

5. List and describe the Four Major Population Centers in the World. 
6. Why is population data sometimes unreliable?

7. What does the Physiological Density of the population of a country tell us? Use the United States and contrast it with Bangladesh. What does the PD of these countries tell us about the differences between them?

8. When we consider agricultural density of the US compared to Bangladesh, what conclusions can be drawn?

9. Describe the North American Megalopolis.

10. Describe Egypt and population density and distribution.

11. What did Paul Ehrlich say in his book The Population Bomb? 
12. What did Thomas Malthus predict in his Essay on the Principles of Population?

13. What did Malthus mean by the terms linear and exponentially when talking about growth?

14. What assumptions did Malthus make? Why would the assumptions Malthus made prove to be wrong?

15. What are Neo Malthusians? Be specific in your description. 
16. How is population change measured?
17. How does one calculate the Natural Increase Rate?
18. What other two components are missing to give an accurate measure of population change?
19. With a Total Fertility rate of the current 2.8, what will population be in 2025? 

20. What is doubling time? How has the doubling time changed over time? 
21. How long did it take to double from 2 billion persons in 1930 to 4 Billion?
22. What is the doubling time today on Earth?
Population Growth on Regional and National Scales, See figure 2.7
23. Where are the highest growth rates occurring?

24. Summarize population Growth in the following regions: 
a. South Asia

b. East Asia 

c. Southeast Asia

d. South America
25. Which are the slowest growing or declining rate countries?

26. Summarize the reasons for declining population. 

27. Summarize the Section Population Growth at the Local Scale and what it tells you about population control in India.

The Demographic Transition Model
28. Summarize pages 50 -51. 
29. Summarize the section: Future Population Growth.
Read over and be able to Identify High and Low Population Pyramids. Be aware that the level of wealth in a country has a direct correlation to the shape of the population periods.

Infant Mortality Rate
30. What is the IMR? What does it tell you about the nature of a particular society?

31. Where are the highest and lowest rates?  
32. List the key reasons for high IMR.

33. Explain why maps and data based on whole countries can be deceptive. See the last paragraph on the left side-first top, page 57.

Child Mortality Rate
34. Explain what the primary causes are and summarize the paragraph on CMR in 2 sentences.

Life Expectancy

35. Where is it the longest?
36. Where is it the shortest?
37. What effect does life expectancy have on Population Growth?

AIDS
38. Explain the effect Aids has had on the population growth of Africa. How has it reshaped the population structure of countries hardest hit by the disease?

39. Explain what is displayed in figure 2.18 on page 62.
40. Explain what is meant by the Maladies of Longer Life Expectancy? Summarize this sub-heading into one paragraph.

41. Give an example of a country that has used restrictive population policy and explain the results.
42. Summarize the sub-heading “Limitations”.  Include in your summary the results of Sweden’s attempts to raise fertility rates.

43. Summarize the sub-heading “Contradictions”.  
44. Summarize the paragraph about the “Catholic World”.

45. Summarize the paragraph about the Muslim world and include facts about Saudi Arabia and Indonesia.

46. Read the Chapter Summary on page 66. Use one sentence per paragraph to explain the summary.
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