Discussion Questions for Hotel Rwanda
Directions: Answer the questions for the movie each day. Some questions cover basic information, while others are meant to provoke thoughtful debate among the groups. All students are to participate in the discussions. Students not participating will not receive credit.  

Day 1

1.  When and where does the movie begin? 
2.  By using francs to purchase the Cohiba cigars, what can one assume about Rwanda’s past?

3. Which ethnic group has the power in Rwanda during this time period? 
4. What falls out of the crate?  Why do you think this is significant?

5. Why does Dube try to hide his face while driving Paul through Kigali?

6. Was there anything Paul and Tatiana could do to help their neighbor Viktor?

7. What are the differences between the Hutu and Tutsi’s?

8. What is Paul’s ethnicity? 
9. Why is the reporter, Jack Daglish, confused at the bar with the two ladies?

10. According to Thomas’s contact what is the signal for the Hutus to rise up against the Tutsis?

11. Why does Thomas feel Paul will be safe?

12. What does Paul find in his home when he leaves his discussion with Thomas and Fedens?

13. Why do the neighbors seek out Paul?

14. Where did Paul’s son, Roger, go?

15. Where do you think the blood came from?

16. Who “supposedly” killed the Rwandan President?

17. Why does the soldier not initially check Paul’s families’ identification?

18. How does Paul attempt to save his family and friends?

19. Where does Paul finally take his family and friends?
20. How does Gregoire blackmail Paul?

21. What does Ms. Archer with the International Red Cross bring Paul?

22. What does Paul ask of Ms. Archer?

23. At this point why as the UN not intervened?

24. Why did Paul call Sabena (home office) in Belgium?

25. What type of video footage did Jack Daglish, the reporter, bring back to the hotel?

26. How do Paul and the reporter disagree about releasing the footage to the world?

27. What is significant about the Hutu militia having a blue UN helmet?

28. What happened to Tatiana’s brother and his family?

29. When Ms. Archer went back to the orphanage what did she find?

30. Why target Tutsi children?

31. Why is the colonel upset when the UN intervention force arrives?

32. Why does Paul feel he was a fool?

33. Who is allowed to leave the hotel with the UN’s help?
Day 2
34.  What does Tatiana want to do?

35. How is Paul awoken the next morning?

36. Why does Paul call Sabena in Belgium again?

37. What does Sabena’s President do to help Paul?
38. What country supplied the Hutu with weapons?

39. How does Paul try to trick the Hutu soldiers?

40. How did the Sabena’s President save the “guests” from the Hutu soldiers?

41. How does Paul suggest the Tutsi “guests” save themselves?

42. How does Paul try to get police protection?

43. How does Paul get even with Gregoire?

44. Why must Paul and Gregoire leave the hotel?

45. What does Paul witness in cages when he goes to see George Rutagunda?

46. Why do you think George sent Paul and Gregoire on a different road back to the hotel?

47. Why does Paul tell Gregoire to “tell no one of what you have seen here today?”

48. Why do you think Paul tries to stay well groomed with showers and clean clothing?
49. What does Paul “confess” to Tatiana?

50. What is Paul’s “plan” if the Interhamwe return for him?

51. Why does Colonel Oliver return to the hotel?

52. What does Paul ask of Ms. Archer once again?

53. Why does Paul not leave with the UN convoy?

54. What does Gregoire do to sabotage the convoy?

55. How does Paul try to save the convoy?
56. What eventually happens to the UN convoy?

57. What is the “Diplomat”?  Why does Paul need to go there?

58. Why can Paul not go back to his hotel, according to General Bizimunga?

59. How does Paul convince the general to return to the hotel?

60. Where does Paul find Tatiana and his children?

61. As the second UN convoy passes, why do the refugees turn around in a panic?

62. What group helps the UN convoy get through to safety?

63. How did Paul’s nieces end up at the refugee camp?

64. How many estimated Rwandans died during the two month civil war?
65. Should the United States and/or Western Europe have done more to help the people of Rwanda?  If yes, what could they have done? If no, then how could 1 million lives have been saved? 
