
  

 

INTRO TO FREE RESPONSE QUESTIONS: 
ICE CREAM 

Responses must ALWAYS be in complete 
sentences. 

 

List/ identify types of Ice Cream. 

 
 

Define Ice Cream. 

 
 

Describe Ice Cream. 

 
 

Explain Ice Cream. 

 
 

Discuss Ice Cream. 

 
 

Compare (and Contrast) Ice Cream with milkshakes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
What does each command/action verb require you to do? 

 

Command/Action Definition Expectation 

 

 

 

Identify 

Establish or indicate who or 

what (someone or something) is. 

Often, a single, 

well-written sentence is 

sufficient, but you can add 

clarifying details. 

However, do not contradict 

or add confusion to your 

original answer. 

 

Define 

State or describe exactly the 

nature, scope, or meaning of. 

Provide a concrete, 

real-world example to 

strengthen your definition. 

 

 

Describe 

Give an account in words of 

(someone or something), 

including all the relevant 

characteristics, qualities, or 

events. 

Note the attributes or 

characteristics of a place, 

idea, or person. 

 

(Identify)/Explain 

Make (an idea, situation, or 

problem) clear to someone by 

describing it in more detail or 

revealing relevant facts or ideas. 

Offer reasons, facts, or 

ideas to make an idea 

plainly understood. 

Examples will support your 

explanation.  

 

Discuss 

To write about (a topic) in detail, 

taking into account different 

ideas and opinions. 

Elaborate so that the 

reader will sufficiently 

understand the topic.  

 

Compare 

(Contrast) 

To show similarities or 

differences of two items 

Choose two or more 

phenomenon and mention 

what is happening on each 

side respectively. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Examples from past AP Exams. 

Identify primary, secondary, and tertiary economic activities.  

 

Define the term “refugee.” 

 

Describe ONE social program or policy that a country with a high 

population growth rate could use to decrease population growth, and 

identify ONE potential impact of this strategy. 



 

Identify and explain one social consequence, one economic 

consequence, and one political consequence that countries face as their 

populations age. 

 



 

 

Discuss ONE political, ONE social, and ONE environmental reason why          

refugees flee their country of origin. 

 



 

 

Discuss (compare/ contrast) TWO economic differences between 

subsistence agriculture and commercial agriculture. 



 


